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Food for the spirit 

MARY AS A MODEL OF FAITH 

Picture the scene: Jesus has just impressed a crowd, when a 
woman, probably a mum, shouts out: “You must have had a 
wonderful mother!”   Jesus responds something to this 
effect: “Yes, I had a wonderful mother, though in ways you 
don't imagine. She was wonderful not because she gave me 
biological birth, all mothers do that. What made her a great 
mother is that she gave me birth in the faith.” 

Here, as in others places, we have to be careful to 
understand what Jesus is really telling us about his mother. 
We see places in the gospels where he seemingly does not 
speak highly of her when in fact the reverse is true. For 
example, the instance when he is approached and told, 
“your mother is here, trying to see you,” and he answers, 
“who is my mother?” Then, pointing to the people sitting 
around him he says, “Those who hear the word of God and 
keep it are mother and brother and sister to me.” Is Jesus 
distancing himself from his mother here? No. 

He's pointing out the real link between them, namely, 
among all the people in the gospels, Mary is the pre-
eminent example of the one who hears the word of God and 
keeps it. For this reason, more than because of biological 
motherhood, Jesus claims her as his mother. Giving birth to 
Christ is something more than biological. Moreover, it's also 
something we're asked to do. How? 

Looking at how Mary gave birth to Christ, we see that it’s 
not something that's done in an instant. Faith, like biology, 
also relies on a process that has a number of distinct, 
organic moments. What are these moments? What is the 
process by which we give birth to faith in the world? 

First, like Mary, we need to get pregnant by the Holy Spirit. 

We need to let the word take such root in us that it begins to 
become part of our actual flesh. 

Then, like any woman who's pregnant, we have to lovingly 
gestate, nurture, and protect what is growing inside us until 
it's sufficiently strong so that it can live on its own, outside 
us. This process, gestation, as we know, is often 
accompanied by nausea, morning sickness, and a stretching 
of the flesh that permanently scars the body. 

Eventually, of course, we give birth. What we have 
nurtured and grown inside of us must, when it is ready, be 
given birth outside. This will always be excruciatingly 
painful. There is no painless way to give birth. 

Birth, however, is only the beginning of motherhood. 

Mary gave birth to a baby, but she had to spend years 
nurturing, coaxing, and cajoling that infant into adulthood. 
The child in the crib at Bethlehem will be the Christ who 
preaches, heals, and dies for us. Every mother needs to give 
birth twice, once biologically and once in faith, once to an 
infant and once to an adult. 

Finally, motherhood has still one more phase. As her child 
grows, matures, and takes on a personality and destiny of its 
own. the mother, at a point, must ponder (as Mary did). She 
must let herself be painfully stretched in understanding, in 
not knowing, in carrying tension, in letting go. She must set 
free to be itself something that was once so fiercely hers. 
The pains of childbirth are often gentle compared to this 
second wrenching. 

All of this is what Mary went through to give Christ to the 
world: pregnancy by the Holy Spirit; gestation of that into a  

(continued on page 

 

LINDFIELD CHURCH—AUDIO AND VISUAL SYSTEM 

Many thanks to all those generous people who have contributed 
towards this cause.  The great news is that we now have sufficient 
funds and the work will be done as soon possible.    Many many 
thanks.     Fr Colin 

UPDATE ON WEEKDAY MASS 

We welcome Fr Stephen back from his holidays 
and hope that he has had a refreshing break. 

This week therefore our parish weekday Mass 
programme and the Ordinariate weekday 
programme return to normal (with the exception 
of course of Wednesday with its special Christmas 
timetable). 

This week’s weekday programme is printed as 
usual on page 6. 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS OVER THE CHRISTMAS

-NEW YEAR PERIOD 

The Parish Office will close at 1pm on Christmas 
Eve and will re-open at 9:30am on Thursday 2nd 
January. 

PARISH ACTIVITIES TAKE A BREAK 

As usual, many of our parish activities take a rest 
during January (not sharing in the Sunday Eucha-
rist though!):  amongst the activities have a rest 
are Children’s Mass and COG, pot luck dinner, 
Scripture study, Healing Mass, and Book Group. 



4 Hymns for the Fourth Sunday of Advent 
ENTRANCE HYMN : O come, O come, Emmanuel 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear 
 

Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, O day-spring, come and cheer 
our spirits by your advent here; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night 
and deaths dark shadows put to flight.   Refrain   
 

The fourth candle is lit (see page 1) 
 We join in singing one more verse of the hymn: 

 

O come, desire of nations, bind 
in one the hearts of human kind. 
Bid eve’ry sad division cease, 
and be yourself our Prince of Peace.   Refrain 
 

From the Great O Antiphons, c.12th cent. 
 

DEDICATION OF THE GIFTS:   BLESSING SONG 
 

1. We bless you Lord for this gift of bread 
Fruit of the earth work of human hands 
By your word this gift is made 
The bread of life given for all.    
Bless’d be our God forever more. 
 

2. We bless you Lord for the gift of wine 
Fruit of the vine work of human hands 
By your word this gift is made 
The bread of life given for all.    
Bless’d be our God forever more. 
 

3. We bless you Lord for all gifts of life 
We work with them to make the world with you 
By your word all things converge 
All formed in Christ all made anew.    
Bless’d be our God forever more. 
 

Mark Arnold © 1970, BB Diocese 
 

 
COMMUNION: COME TO THE WATER    
 

Refrain:  Come to the water! You who are thirsty! 
Though you have nothing, I bid you come! 
And be filled with the goodness I have to offer! 
Come! Listen! Live.   

Why spend your money on what cannot fill 
The emptiness deep in your heart? 
Listen to My word and you will enjoy 
Goodness and peace in your heart!   

Just as the heavens are high above earth; 
My ways and thoughts beyond you! 
Call me your Father and know I am near! 
I will be Father to you!   

Just as the rain falls to water the earth; 
Just as a seed becomes bread 
My word upon you can never return 
Until My longing is filled!   

Frank Anderson © 1979, Chevalier Music. * 
 

RECESSIONAL:   TELL OUT MY SOUL 
 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; 
Tender to me the promise of his word; 
In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 
 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name! 
Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
His mercy sure, from age to age to same; 
His holy Name - the Lord, the Mighty One. 
 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 
Powers and dominions lay their glory by 
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight 
The hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 
Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
To children's children and for evermore! 

Words ©1962. Renewal 1990 Hope Publishing 
Company * Used with permission. All rights reserved. *OneLicense # A-730534 / **CCLI License #746289 

ENTRANCE:  O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL 
 

Same as ENTRANCE HYMN above 
 

DEDICATION OF THE GIFTS:  WE BRING TO YOU 
 

We bring to You (we bring to You) 
our gifts today (our gifts today) 
of bread and wine (of bread and wine) 
You share with us (You share with us) 
 

Chorus: We lift our voice to sing for You 
We praise Your name in every land 
Jesus my friend you lived for us 
 

The things I do (the things I do) 
I bring to You (I bring to You) 
The gifts I share (the gifts I share) 
because of You (because of You) (Chorus) 
 

The love I share (the love I share) 
for those that care (for those that care) 
The times I work (the times I work) 
the times I play (the times I play) (Chorus) 
 
 

John Burland ©1996, Ovation Music Services** 
 

COMMUNION:  OPEN MY EYES 
 

Open my eyes Lord, help me to see Your face 
Open my eyes Lord, help me to see 
 

Open my ears Lord, help me to hear Your voice 
Open my ears Lord, help me to hear 
 

Open my heart Lord, help me to love like You 

Open my heart Lord, help me to love 
 

I live within You, deep in Your heart, O Lord 
I live within You, rest now in me 
 

Jesse Manibusan ©1988, OCP.** 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN:  RAINBOW 
 

Red and orange, yellow and green 
Blue and indigo and violet and me 
Side by side, together we grow, 
Underneath God’s beautiful rainbow. 
 

Red is for Your spirit of love 
Seven gifts from God above 
Orange for the warmth of Your sun 
Shining down on everyone. 
 

Yellow is the colour of faith 
The light of Christ in every day 
Green is for the life you give 
A call to grow, a way to live. 
 

Blue is for the sky and sea 
Gifts from God for you and me 
Indigo is in between 
A colour of God’s gentle peace. 
 

Violet calls us all to forgive 
Together we grow, together we live 
Side by side and hand in hand 
Together we grow, together we can. 
 

Andrew Chinn ©2004, Butterfly Music** 

Hymns for the Children’s Mass 
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THE PRAYERS AND RESPONSES OF MASS 

We abstain from the joyful words of 

the Gloria  

during these days of Advent  

as we prepare our hearts  

and our community  

to celebrate once again the birth of the 

Lord Jesus 

THE PSALM       Ps 79 (80): 2-3, 15-16, 18-19 
 
 

O Shepherd of Israel, hear us, 
shine forth from your cherubim throne. 
O Lord, rouse up your might, 
O Lord, come to our help. 
 

God of hosts, turn again, we implore, 
look down from heaven and see. 
Visit this vine and protect it, 
the vine your right hand has planted. 
 

May your hand be on the one you have chosen, 
the one you have given your strength. 
And we shall never forsake you again: 
give us life that we may call upon your name. 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 

Save us, Saviour of the world, for by your Cross and 
Resurrection you have set us free. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   ((Luke 1:38) 

Alleluia, alleluia! I am the servant of the Lord: may his will for 
me be done. Alleluia! 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God,   
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
 

 (all bow at the following words in bold): 
 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,    
born of the Virgin Mary,  
 

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,   
and is seated at the right hand   
of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Holy Catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,    
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,   
and life everlasting.    Amen 

Anglican hermit Maggie Ross describes an experience of 
God’s indwelling presence:  

December is the season of Advent, the time of expectancy, 
of hushed hearts and quiet waiting. And though many 
Christians don’t make too much of her, it is the season of 
Mary.… One day I had my own annunciation. The raked 
winter sun was streaming through the east window of the 
hermitage, illuminating various items stuck on the rough 
sawn wall, including a little icon of our Lady of 
Guadalupe.... 

As the angled shaft of light set the icon on fire … I realized 
that the angel was greeting not only her but also me; that 
the intimacy of bread made God and God made Bread was 
possible only because of her obedience; that sacrament is 
the earthly and tangible culmination of her yes and our yes 
to participate in the fact of the Incarnation.   

Annunciations are events of infinite and immense silence, 
for all that the Gospel records of conversation. The walls or 
scenery push back, become transparent to reveal all that is, 
was, will be, and then converge within.   

That morning I came to understand that it is by baptism 
that we say, “Be it unto me according to your Word,” to 
bear that Word by the power of the Holy Spirit, and to 
bring it to fruition in our lives. It’s difficult to describe the 
impact of sunlight on a piece of printed paper stuck to 
fibreboard, and the insight may seem obvious, but it shook 
me to the heart.   

Inspired by a Gospel passage about being “born 
again” (John 3:1–21), Ross recognises how she is born 
anew through her yes to God’s invitation:   

I took another step when the story of Nicodemus was read 
at the Eucharist the morning I was to leave for retreat at a 
Cistercian abbey. His question, “How shall this be?” awoke 
the echoing voices of Mary and Zechariah, of Abraham and 
Sarah’s laughter over God’s preposterous proposal that he 
at a hundred years, and she in her nineties would bear a 
son.…  

To bear the Word, to enter the kingdom, we must indeed be 
born from the Spirit, not for the second time in the womb of 
our natural mothers, but continually in the love of the 
Mother of God that brought forth her son, and like her, in 
the same movement, to bear Christ as well. Mary, then, is 
my mother in this second birth, just as she is for 
Nicodemus.   

That my heart is still not big enough to encompass this 
paradox I readily admit. I still feel unease about Mary 
sometimes…. But if nothing else, Mary has taught me to say 
yes: as Abraham and Sarah said yes, as Elizabeth and 
Zechariah said yes, as Jesus said yes to the cup that did not 
pass from him.   

And each time that cup is passed to me at the Eucharist, I 
look into its depths beyond the dark wine shimmering gold 
and, trembling, I say, “yes.”  

FR RICHARD ROHR OFM’S MEDITATION:   
BORN ANEW 

CAN YOU PLAY KEYBOARD/PIANO? 
You wouldn’t have to do it all the time!    

Our wonderful combo for the 6pm Youth Mass on 
Sundays needs an occasional helper on the keyboard—
no more than once a month, if that.   If you could help 
in this way please contact Fr Colin (0475 558500; 
colin@lindfieldkillara.org.au). 
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HOW TO CONTACT US 

Fr Colin Blayney, Parish Priest 
colin@lindfieldkillara.org.au             0475 558 500 

_______________ 

Parish Office Hours:    Closed till 2nd January 
Postal address:    PO Box 22, Lindfield NSW 2070 
P:  9416 3702           E: parishoffice@lindfieldkillara.org.au 
Parish Website:   www.lindfieldkillara.org.au 

________________ 

Fr Stephen Hill, Priest-in-residence   E. fr.stephen@me.com 

P. 0474 303 261  (VOICE only—no SMS)  
________________ 

For all of our staff click on ‘Our Parish’ on the website. 
________________ 

Holy Family School: 4 Highfield Rd, Lindfield               
E info@holyfamily.nsw.edu.au         Ph.7256 2141 

Ways  that you can support our parish 
 DIRECT DEBIT CONTRIBUTIONS from your bank a/c::  
1st Collection:  (providing for the priests of the parish & 
retired & sick clergy of the diocese): 
BSB 062 784   Ac  10000 1624   
2nd Collection:   (providing for all the 
operating costs of the parish): 
BSB 062 784    Ac   10000 1623  

CREDIT CARD : scan this code & then 
select each of our two collections: 

 PERIODIC PAYMENTS FROM YOUR 
CREDIT CARD:  just click on the hotlink box entitled 
‘Supporting parish finances’ on our homepage 
( w w w . l i n d f i e l d k i l l a r a . o r g . a u )  o r  e m a i l 
accounts@lindfieldkillara.org.au for assistance. 

 The TAP MACHINES are available in our two churches. 

Lord, in Jesus your Son, you restored to us the 
gift of everlasting life. Grant that life to:  

Please pray for the gift of eternal life for Lisa Ford who died 
during the week.  The Funeral Service for Lisa will be held 
in Holy Family Church on Mon. 30th December at 11am. 

 

Recently deceased:  June Mercer, Owen McCormack, 
Mohtaram Lahooti, David Handley.  Anniversary: John 
Quirk, Henry Yee Joy, Mollie Curtin, Robert Thornton, Peter 
John Jarvis.  And for: deceased members of the Curtin, 
Rolfe, Hughes and Egan families. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK: Bev Gledhill, Diane 
McGirr, Mary Moran, Peter Tsang, Wolfgang Liers, Tanya 
Walsh, Jutta Mathur, Jessica Keen, Therese Playoust, Ali 
Crawford, Morna Sutherland, Barbara McMullen, Cyril 
Ferriere, William Wise, Rosanna Comastri, Janette Brennan. 

CHRISTMAS MASSES 

  LINDFIELD KILLARA 

CHRISTMAS EVE EVENING: 
Children’s Vigil Mass 6:00pm: Fr Colin 5:30pm:   

Fr Joey 

Mass of Christmas 
Night (early 

‘Midnight’ Mass) 

10:30pm: Fr Colin, 
with Fr Stephen 

(preceded by a Ser-
vice of Carols at 
9:55-10:30pm) 

  

CHRISTMAS MORNING: 
8:00am  (NOT 

8:30am) 
Fr  Colin   

9:30am  (NOT  9am)   Fr Colin 

10:15am Fr Stephen   

SUNDAY  MASS  ROSTER 

Saturday 21 Dec. 28 Dec. 

Lindfield 6:00 pm Fr Colin Fr Stephen 
Killara 5:30 pm Fr Joey Fr Colin 

Sunday 22 Dec. 29 Dec. 
Lindfield 8:30 am Fr Colin Chatswood priest 

Killara 9:00 am Fr David Strong Fr David Strong  
Lindfield 10:15 am Fr Colin Fr Stephen 

Lindfield 12:00 pm Fr David Ranson Chatswood priest 
Lindfield 6:00pm Fr Colin Fr Stephen 

mailto:fr.stephen@me.com
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MARY AS A MODEL OF FAITH 
 

(continued from page 3…): 

….child inside of her; excruciating pain in birthing that to 
the outside; nurturing that new life into adulthood; and 
pondering, painfully letting go so that this new life can be its 
own, not hers. When the woman in the crowd told Jesus, 
"You must have had a wonderful mother!" his answer had 
precisely this in mind. Mary certainly was a wonderful 
mother, but in ways that went far beyond the simple fact of 
motherhood. She heard the word of God and kept it. That 
obedience, more than biological motherhood, gave both an 
infant Jesus and an adult Christ to the world. 

And in this, Mary wants imitation not admiration: our task 
too is to give birth to Christ. Mary is the paradigm for doing 
that. From her we get the pattern: let the word of God take 
root and make you pregnant; gestate it by giving it the 
nourishing sustenance of your own life; submit to the pain 
that is demanded for it to be born to the outside; then spend 
years coaxing it from infancy to adulthood; and finally, 
during and after all of this, do some pondering, accept the 
pain of not understanding and of letting go. 

Christmas isn't automatic. It can't be taken for granted. It 
began with Mary, but each of us is asked to make our own 
contribution to giving flesh to faith in the world. 

 

Fr Ron Rolheiser omi (from the 
Centre for Liturgy, University of St 

Louis) 

INVITATION TO THE PEOPLE OF GOD  

IN BROKEN BAY 

Bishop Anthony invites everyone in our 

Diocese of Broken Bay to join him on 

the Feast of the Holy Family, next 

Sunday 29 December, for 9.30am Mass 

at Our Lady of the Rosary Cathedral, 

Waitara to officially mark the 

beginning of the 2025 Holy Jubilee.  
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RENOVATIONS & BUILDING 
MAINTENANCE 

CHRIS IACONO 

Parishioner 
All work large and small 

Lic 89879c 
Fully Insured 

50 years experience 
0412 256 616 

chris.iacono@bigpond.com 

 


